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Remembering our Unhoused Neighbors: 
Memorial Garden Blooms in this Pioneer Square Gallery 

 

Stop in to Path with Art’s Pioneer Square gallery on First Thursday 
to see a storefront art installation in memory of each of our 191 

unhoused neighbors who passed away in 2018. The installation is 

comprised of delicate paper flowers for each person who passed, 
and a listening station playing an episode of the podcast developed, 

written, and recorded by Path with Art student artists called 

Unpacking Home. Vesta Winston, student artist and producer on 
Unpacking Home, introduces the episode:    

 

“Everybody has a value. They’re someone in the community. They were somebody’s son, 
somebody’s mother, somebody’s forgotten friend. But it’s easy to forget. Especially when you 

feel isolated or alone.” Vesta forays into intimidating territory – discussing how, at some point, 

“everyone imagines their death. They picture a room, a home surrounded by friends and family. 
But for the homeless, that’s not often the reality – sometimes it ends alone, on the street, 

nameless in the hospital, unknown, unremembered.”  

 
This memorial is a way to honor those who passed anonymously, unknown, unremembered. 

“We’re shifting the conversation – focusing on the people and celebrating their lives in a 

beautiful, positive way,” says Jackie Mixon, a student at University of Washington, and Path with 
Art’s Program Coordinator. Doug Meyer, one of the student artists behind the display, shares, 

“Even though we don’t know everyone who passed, we’re all connected, and this is a positive 

way to celebrate and honor their lives.” 
 

This storefront garden of remembrance accompanies Spring Visions, an exhibition of visual 

artwork from Path with Art student artists – adults in recovery from homelessness, addiction, 
domestic abuse and other trauma. For many students, the arts are a way to reconnect to 

community when struggling with the isolation, shame, and desperation that coincides with these 

experiences. In the words of Holly Jacobson, Path with Art’s Executive Director, “This 
exhibition provides an opportunity for students to be seen through a new lens by the 

community, and by themselves – that of their achievements as artists. It provides an 

opportunity for those who are often relegated to be known, seen, and heard.” 
 

Spring Visions Visual Arts Exhibition opens on Thursday, March 7th, 5-7pm, at Path with 

Art. Path with Art transforms the lives of adults in recovery from homelessness, addiction, and other 
trauma by harnessing the power of creative engagement as a bridge to community and a path to 

stability. # # # 
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